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CITY OF AUBURN

CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING

January 18, 2024   
6:00 PM
Council Chambers

1361 Fourth Avenue

Auburn, GA  30011

Mayor:

Richard Roquemore
Council Member:
Bob Vogel
Council Member:
Taylor Sisk
Council Member:
Jamie Bradley
Council Member:     Josh Rowan
City Staff in Attendance:
Michael Parks, Chief Hodge, Joyce Brown, Iris Akridge, Josh Campbell, Staci Waters, Leigh Anne Bland, Nina Lewis, Jack Wilson.
Also in Attendance:

Bel Outwater with the Auburn Public Library 



      Sarah McQuade with CPL Team Architecture, Engineering & Planning

Mayor Roquemore called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
WORK SESSION
Item:
        Citizen Comments on Agenda Items 

Mayor Roquemore asked for any citizen comments for items on tonight’s agenda. 
None were given.
Item:
Appointments and Swearing in of Parks and Leisure Commission, Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals and Downtown Development Authority/Mainstreet                       
Mayor and Council presented.  
Mayor Roquemore stated that staff has compiled a list of all the Council appointments to the various Boards, and they are listed on the spreadsheet in your Agenda Packet.  (List of Boards Attached) 

Mayor Roquemore asked for a motion to approve the attached appointments for the term 2024 – 2028.
Motion:

Made by Council Member Sisk to approve the attached appointments for the term 2024 – 2028. 
Seconded:
By Council Member Bradley.        
Mayor Roquemore asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes. 
Mayor Roquemore asked if any appointees are here tonight, to please step forward, and we will administer the oath.

 Attorney Jack Wilson read the Oath of Office and swore in all appointees that were present.
The following appointees were sworn in for the term 2024 - 2028:

Parks and Leisure Commission Board:  Greg Nelson, Keith Forrester

Planning Commission Board:  Jon Gomolak, Carolyn Wade, Robert Yoe

Zoning Board of Appeals Board:  David Kelley, Tricia Gallagher, Benjamin Riley, Robin Jackson                        
Downtown Development Authority/Mainstreet Board:  Belinda Outwater, Susan Long, Massa 

Williams, Tina Parks       
Attorney Jack Wilson let all of the appointees that were sworn in know that City Clerk, Joyce Brown,
had their Oaths of Offices prepared and if they are still here at the end of the meeting, they can see her
for signing, or they can make arrangements to sign at a later date.                
ITEMS FOR VOTING

Item:
Update the City’s Illicit Discharge and Illegal Connection Ordinance #24-001                       
Iris Akridge presented.

Mayor Roquemore asked for a motion to approve the update to the City’s Illicit Discharge and Illegal Connection, Ordinance #24-001, as recommended by staff.   

Motion:

Made by Council Member Rowan to approve the update to the City’s Illicit Discharge and Illegal Connection, Ordinance #24-001, as recommended by staff.   

Seconded:
By Council Member Bradley.        
Mayor Roquemore asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

Item:
2024 LMIG Application Recommendation                        
Iris Akridge presented.

Mayor Roquemore asked for a motion to approve the 2024 LMIG Application Recommendation by staff.    

Motion:

Made by Council Member Vogel to approve the 2024 LMIG Application Recommendation by staff.   

Seconded:
By Council Member Sisk.        
Mayor Roquemore asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

Item:
Dewatering the RWSP PR15 MOU (Tabled)                       
Michael Parks presented.

Mayor Roquemore asked for a motion to approve, deny, or table Dewatering the RWSP PR15 MOU based on staff’s recommendation.    

Motion:

Made by Council Member Vogel to table Dewatering the RWSP PR15 MOU based on staff’s recommendation to the next Council Workshop Meeting on February 15, 2024.     

Seconded:
By Council Member Rowan.        
Mayor Roquemore asked for any discussion.  There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

OLD BUSINESS – VOTING ITEM

Item:
Blue River Development (c/o Alliance Engineering & Planning) 0 6th Street                      
Sarah McQuade presented and read staff’s recommended conditions.  (Attached)    

Council Member Sisk stated that he would like to ask a question and amend the conditions to add Golf Cart addition to the pedestrian path that connects to City Hall.  Stated that the City did pass a Golf Cart Ordinance that allows them on City Roads that are 35 mph.  Said that my concern is making sure that we are connecting sidewalks from the existing Harmony to Harmony Farms.  So, if there is someway that we can amend the conditions to add a sidewalk connection.  Stated that he knows the developer would have to work with the adjacent landowner to connect those two.  

Sarah McQuade said are you talking about that parcel in between along 6th Street?

Council Member Sisk replied yes.  So, the concern there is when children are involved inside this neighborhood that attend Auburn Elementary School or they are walking home with their family or traveling which is what we are trying to encourage.  With this type of development my concern is if there is not a connection, they have to then enter onto 6th Street, and I want to prevent that as much as possible.  So, if we could amend the conditions to add that, that would be great.

Sarah McQuade responded saying I think that should be fine.  They are going to have to through Condition #5 establish a connection.  So, if there is exiting right of way that they can construct the sidewalk in, that would be the easiest.  Said she did not know that right now, but stated when the applicant comes up, they can speak in greater detail regarding this.  But she believes there is only about 250ft. of frontage along that property.  So, ideally there is enough right of way that we can construct a sidewalk there or the applicant could.  But if not, it could be possible to work out some sort of easement agreement with the property owner to make sure that there is no gap in that sidewalk.

Mayor Roquemore asked for a motion to approve Concept Plan for Blue River Development (c/o Alliance Engineering & Planning) – 6th Street with the staff’s recommended conditions.            

Motion:  Made by Council Member Sisk to approve Concept Plan for Blue River Development (c/o Alliance Engineering & Planning) – 6th Street with the staff’s recommended conditions.          

 Seconded:  
By Council Member Vogel. 

Mayor Roquemore asked for any discussion.  There was none.  

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  

ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Roquemore asked for a motion to adjourn.

Motion:  
Made by Council Member Sisk to adjourn.

Seconded: 
 By Council Member Bradley. 

Mayor Roquemore asked for any discussion.   There was none.

Vote was taken with all members present voting yes.  Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________________________

Joyce Brown, City Clerk

Read and approved this           day of February 2024
_______________________________________

Mayor Richard E. Roquemore 
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 CITY ADMINISTRATOR 
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